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Allan Poe and Nathaniel Hawthorne Works
Introduction
Nathaniel Hawthorne and Allan Poe are American writers who became famous for their Romantic writing styles. The major reason for their fame is that they explore the human mind and come up with psychological literature. The works of these writers have many similarities ranging from the use of imagery, symbolism and other styles to the themes of their stories. However, they also have significant differences majorly because their lives were different and their need for writing differs. This paper will look at the major differences and similarities between Allan Poe and Nathaniel Hawthorne stories. 
Justification
Symbolism is a style that both Poe and Hawthorne have widely used in their stories. The use of symbols is important has worked for the two writers as it has helped them communicate to the reader more effectively. In “The Tell-Tale Heart,” Poe employs symbolism by using symbols such as the old man’s heart and eye when he says “one of his eyes resembled that of a vulture- a pale blue eye with a film over it.” He compares the old man’s eye to the eye of a vulture and the heart to a watch. On the other hand, Hawthorne uses symbolism to develop the scene in “Rappaccini's Daughter.” He uses the garden in Padua in Italy to symbolize the Garden of Eden through his words "Was this garden, then the Eden of the present world?" He gives Rappaccini a creator’s role who grows a garden of beautiful, but poisonous plants. Hawthorne uses other symbols such as back veils, haunted houses, poison bushes and scarlet letters to represent secret sin, while Poe uses symbols like black cats, catacombs, raven, coffins and decaying mansions to relate to his characters’ minds (Ibáñez, 27). 
Gothic conventions is a writing style used by writers to describe humanity’s dark side. Both Poe and Hawthorn have used this writing style in different stories to show the state of the human mind. This style is evident in their stories by having different characters who fight psychological issues, which shows the evil and darkness of humanity (Barger, 18). Poe draws from his emotional struggles, which led to agony, madness, hopelessness, and eventually death. The gothic expression is evident through violence after the narrator kills the old man and then says, “First of all I dismembered the corpse. I cut off the head and the arms and the legs.” Hawthorne got inspiration from his religion leading him to do writings majoring in the aspects of guilt, moral dilemma and sin while choosing between good and evil. Hawthorne’s use of gothic is evident in "Young Goodman Brown" when he compares the evil in humanity to a dark road and gloomiest trees in a forest. Poe’s use of gothic in “The Fall of the House of Usher” shows the work of the human hand in bringing down Usher’s hose.
Most of the stories wrote by the two authors belong to dark romanticism. This is a style used by writers to show how evil, sin and guilt are natural characters of humans (Pakditawan, 78). Most of Hawthorne’s stories focus on the sin and evil of humanity, which points out to the dark romanticism, while Poe’s stories emphasize on death, the physical signs, the effects of decomposition, and premature mourning and burial. Dark romanticism plays out when Hawthorne uses Beatrice, a character, who he describes as “beautiful and inexpressibly terrible” They focus on psychological issues. Therefore both Poe and Hawthorne used different styles, personal life experience for Poe and religious morality for Hawthorne to educate the society on human evil and sin in the human mind. 
Despite the many similarities between the works of Hawthorne and Poe, their writing has some significant differences. Hawthorne is a didactic and moralist narrator who examines the nature of the human heart by using moral standards. He uses characters such as Roger Chillingworth in “The Scarlet Letter” who is transformed spiritually into a "fiend," thus looking at evil human intentions because of lack of morality and a manifestation of sin into the human mind. On the other hand, Poe looks at the human darkness as an intentional human psyche. He uses an unreliable narrator in “A Cask of Amontillado,” who in the end realizes the bad intentions of his mind, to show the human evil and the capability of humans (Ibáñez, 28). The two writers differ on the nature of human evilness and the reason why the human mind leads to unwanted acts. 
Allan Poe’s stories give the singleness of effect with a tight lesson from a story, but the stories of Nathaniel Hawthorne lack the tightness of composition to bring out a unity of effect. This effect is demonstrated by the first person narrator technique that Poe uses, which give one psychological effect to the reader making it have a stronger influence on readers. An example of the first person narrator is in the words “or it was not the old man who vexed me, but his Evil Eye.” On the contrary, Hawthorne uses the third person, which does not produce a unity effect and his stories such as "Young Goodman Brown" ends with ambiguity failing to produce an effect to the reader (Ashley, 56). 
Another difference between these writers is their approach to life, which characterized their writing. Hawthorne was an upright person who loved his family, while Poe was mentally ill from depression and a serious alcoholic. Hawthorne believed that man can overcome the worst of his mind, whereas Poe believed that man was doomed because of his life. This is evident from “The Raven,” which describes a man falling into madness, and “The Scarlet Letter” where a woman overcomes her issues and gets back into the system (Ashley, 57). 
Conclusion
Nathaniel Hawthorne and Allan Poe are writers from the same period whose works has different similarities. They both use symbolism, and gothic conventions and most of their stories belong to dark romanticism. These authors base their works on the evil nature of the human mind, sin, morality, and death. However, they have some significant differences in their stories. Their view of the nature of life and their approach to life is different. Their stories also differ in that Poe uses the first person while Hawthorne uses the third person narrator. 
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